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As Sisters with worthy es- 
perience of Army Nursing 
a,re now  colming  hoinle from 
South. Africa, me have made 
a poin,t of coasulting some of 
them on variolus oontested 
questions. 

'' How  about the 'Disci- 
pline ? " tve asked. 

Discipline, as A d l  
trained nurse understands 
it, is impossible,',  is, the gist 

of  bhe replies, " because1 the  pol~m of a 
Superintendent Sister is strictly Limit;ed under 
military law, the authority over the nurses 
filtering through  the Armv Medicd Officer, 
to the civil  military authorities. What 
is needed are e,xperience.d: and responsib;le Ma- 
t,rons at  the head of ea.ch Divisional Hospital- 
the Army Nursing Sisters have never had much 
authosity, and nmny  of them are quite  incapable 
of enforcing discipline amongst the nurses who 
have been sent out, many of  th,em, quite unsuited 
both by temperamlen,t and previouz-experience to 
act as military nlurses. It is sad but true that 
numbers of nurses sent out h a w  quite lolst their 
.heads when placed in positions wheret  g,olod  colmp 
mon  sense \vas indispelwhle. T'hesa women, axe 
Imorwn~ as ' frivois,' and ha,se brought no end of 
discnedit upon the! nurs'in,g prokssion as a whole. 
Gaddin'g,. junketing, riding, driving,  racing, danc- 
ing, picnlcmg, ' a high old time,' is  the unblush- 
ing aim of the ' fhvoi,' and until she1 is '' sent 
down ' she  has mainaged to have it. A4t the 
front  it is realised that  the ' frivoi h s  spurred 
on the War Office to  take  drastic m.easures in for- 
mulating the new Army Nursing Schem.e, and 
she dastas.ts it,s wise  provisions. It is doubtful, 
however, if any regulations can be formlulated 
wlGchi will  controd. the flirtatious ' frivoll.' In 
so,ut.h, Africa she ha,s been ,much in ewidence, the 
society ao,m!an setting a most  evil exampk in 
Cap8 T o m  a(c the ,beginning of t.he war." 

We have b:efore us fadts which convince us 
that tlm above remarks are f a r  from covering, bhe 
whok  sad  truth. We are anxiously awaiting the 
selection by the War Office of thS Ma,troo in 
Chief foc the New Army Nursing Service. A 
strong wom,an, and moreover a wxnm of bhe 
world alone can cope with the ,situation-it is to 
be hoped tliat; a " plastic mediocrity " will not 
be tolerated by  the Secretary of State for 

War. The reorganisation of the Army Nursing 
Service is a question of national importance, and 
cannot be accolmplished in kid gloves. Wer have 
got beyond the date of the " dear sweat; saint." 
Army nurses want a woman  with gumption as 
their Chief. 

The thirteen,th Annual Report; od the Scottish 
Branch o f  the Queen Victoria's Jubilee Institute, 
foa Nurses shows ,that the Insti,tute has. m excel- 
lent  record of wolrk for  the year, though we' re- ' 

gret that the expenditure is  no't covered by the 
income. So good a wo~k  should not  be  ham. 
pered by lack ,of funds  We a m ,  glad to nota 
that ,the s'cune lolfficers &iLl con\hue ad 'their 

posts, Miss Jm,e Wade, as Superintendent at the 
Distric.t Training, and District Nurses' Home iq 
Edinburgh, where her work has'been sol valuable 
in the past, ancl Miss Guthda Wright as. Hon. 
Secreh-y. 

* 

There  are now 224 Queen's Nurses working 
in Scotland, under 144 Affiliated  Branches: Dur- 
ing the yea,r 22 nurses res'igned, 31 who had re- 
ceived hospitd training en,.bered the Home for 
district; training of whom 29 we6 found suitable, 
and five nurses received rnatemity training~  dur- 
ing the year. Va,rioas lectures were also1 givm 
to  the n u r s q  two courses  on  Hygiene, two on 
Fevers  and Diets, one on Obstetrics, t h e e  
courses ,of Dernonstmtions and Practical Lessons 
in Sick Coolwry by a Sraff Teacher  from the 
Edinburgh School oE Cookeky and Domestic 
Econom'y, and two courses  by M.iss  Wade!  on Dis- 
,tricf Nursing. Miss Wade and Assistant, , 

Inpector, Miss Coloper, have adsol made  162'in- 
specti.ons of single nurses and smlaU homes, so 
that  the year has been a busy  one, and the work 
well organised. 

Amongst, those recentJy invested by the Ring 
et St. Jam& Palace with thte  Order of t,& Rofal 
Red Crolss was Sister Edith M'Call Andemm, of 
Dundee R g a l  Infirmary. Sister Anderson received 
hw training pmtly in the CMdren's Hotqitd, 
Edinburgh, but mainly in  the wards of Dundee 
Royal Infirmary. After the disasters at Magers- 
fontein, Stormbeg, and Colenso; sha jo,ined aha 
Army Nursing Reserve. She arrjved at the C a p  
dholry after Kimberley was relieved, and wmt on 
\V& Lord  Roberts to Bloemfonteinb where she 
s p n t  most of her time, and where she  participated 
in the hard work incident to the serious epidemic 
of enteric tht occasioned such an outcry on 
part of Mr. Burdett-Cwt6s and others. Soop aftm 
hw return to this .country she was appointed sister 
in. charge of Mr.  Greig's  ward in Dundee Infir- 
MW, where she has since remained. For her 
share in  the aampaign she received. tha Sou,th 
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